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supposed effect and consequences of the naval demonstration, but
to abstain from interference, and confide implicitly in the policy
and good intentions of England and France. . . ."

Bismarck wanted this message kept private for a few days,
but three days later he himself informed the Austrian, Italian
and Russian Ambassadors that Turkey had been advised to
trust France and Great Britain.1

When Lord Ampthill informed Bismarck of the sailing of
the squadron, he expressed great satisfaction, and said he would
be glad to co-operate at any time with the Powers as proposed by
H.M.G. and France towards the maintenance of peace and order,
and of the authority of the Khedive as established by the
firmans of the Sultan, recognized by Europe.2

The squadron on its way, the British and French Govern-
ments advised the Sultan to support the Khedive and to order
the three military chiefs and the ex-president of the council
to proceed to Constantinople to explain their conduct.3 Arabi
Pasha in the meantime had been appointed Minister for War.
Bismarck notified his approval, but Freycinet, still apprehensive,
appeared impressed with the necessity of calling a conference
to discuss the whole matter of the maintenance of the rights of the
Sultan and of the Khedive, of international engagements and
arrangements existing under them, whether with England and
France alone, or with these nations and the other Powers, and
also the preservation of liberties secured by the firmans and the
prudent development of Egyptian institutions.4

Abdul Hamid had other ideas. It was too much to expect
of him that he would receive the suggestion of a conference with
open arms, but even he realized that something must be done.
He decided to send an agent of his own, Dervish Pasha, on a
mission to Egypt, and then tried to lull the Powers into a belief
that this would be quite sufficient to restore order, and that now
there was no necessity for a conference. The outbreak in
Alexandria was the answer to this misplaced optimism.

These riots impressed Granville with the necessity of expedit-
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